JANEVALE BRIDGE

OVER THE LODDON RIVER

Sir John Monash. Photo:
Courtesy of the University
of Melbourne Archives

Original drawing of the bridge signed by John Monash and dated “28/2/10". Image: Courtesy of VicRoads

JANEVALE BRIDGE:
A CONCRETE PIONEER

: : : : : The bridge during construction - work on the deck is
The bridge during construction - trestles being built. almost complete, Photo: Courtesy of the University of
Bridging the Loddon River, this is the longest concrete bridge designed by John (later Sir John) Monash'’s Photo: Courtesy of the University of Melbourne Archives /\/le/boumeAprchi;/es ' ) )
Reinforced Concrete & Monier Pipe Construction Company. The Council had called tenders and had received

offers for timber and reinforced concrete designs. It accepted the Monash offer for a reinforced concrete bridge
on 12 March 1910; work commenced in October and the bridge was tested satisfactorily in July 1911.

The bridge consists of 10 spans of 12.8 metres (42 feet) each and the width between the handrails is 5.49 metres
(18 feet). The deck consists of four “T” shaped beams supporting a concrete slab deck.

In the 1930s the Country Roads Board strengthened the bridge and in 1986 VicRoads gave it a major facelift.

Janevale Bridge being load tested by a traction engine inJuly 1911, : , : . :
Photo: Courtesy of the University of Melbourne Archives The bridge gives an appearance of slenderness and lightness not always associated with concrete structures.




